The Quality Continuum

Level Description Example of descriptive terms
Very good applies where the quality of the areas | Very good; of a very high quality; very
evaluated is of a very high standard. The very few | effective practice; highly

Very Good areas for improvement that exist do not | commendable; very successful; few
significantly impact on the overall quality of | areasforimprovement; notable; of a
provision. For some schools in this category the | very high standard. Excellent;
quality of what is evaluated is outstanding and | outstanding: exceptionally high
provides an example for other schools of | standard, with very significant
exceptionally high standards of provision. strengths; exemplary
Good applies where the strengths in the areas | Good; good quality; valuable; effective
evaluated clearly outweigh the areas in need of | practice; competent; useful;
improvement. The areas requiring improvement | commendable; good standard; some

Good impact on the quality of pupils’ learning. The school | areas for improvement

needs to build on its strengths and take action to
address the areas identified as requiring
improvement in order to achieve a very good
standard.

Satisfactory

Satisfactory applies where the quality of provision
is adequate. The strengths in what is being
evaluated just outweigh the shortcomings. While
the shortcomings do not have a significant negative
impact they constrain the quality of the learning
experiences and should be addressed in order to
achieve a better standard.

Satisfactory; adequate; appropriate
provision although some possibilities
for improvement exist; acceptable
level of quality; improvement needed
in some areas

Fair

Fair applies where, although there are some
strengths in the areas evaluated, deficiencies or
shortcomings that outweigh those strengths also
exist. The school will have to address certain
deficiencies without delay in order to ensure that
provision is satisfactory or better.

Fair, evident weaknesses that are
impacting on pupils’ learning; less than
satisfactory; experiencing difficulty;
must improve in specified areas; action
required to improve

Weak

Weak applies where there are serious deficiencies
in the areas evaluated. Immediate and coordinated
whole-school action is required to address the areas
of concern. In some cases, the intervention of other
agencies may be required to support
improvements.

Weak; unsatisfactory; insufficient;
ineffective; poor; requiring significant
change, development or improvement;
experiencing significant difficulties;




